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She has been an undertrial for 24 yrs

Accused of murdering her 2 1-day infant, mentally challenged Gulab Varde is frozen in time

KETAKI GHOGE
OCTOBER 25

HER two-decade-long
wait seems to have finally
ended.

But 1t 1s still not the end of
the ordeal for Gulab Varde
(40). It all started in 1979
when Varde, apparently suf-
fering from ‘depression’, was
arrested tor allegedly stran-
gulating her 21-day-old child
at Bhagwati Hospital.

The chargesheet filed
against her by the Borivali
police admits that the ac-
cused was a patient and
had no comprehension of
her crime.

Diagnosed with irre-
versible brain damage, long
abandoned by her family,
Varde even today may not
realise that she has been
branded as an accused. But
this September, the Sessions
Court decided to revive her
case and 1ssued a non-bail-
able warrant against her.

- Her 10-year stay at the
two-room Shraddha Reha-
bilitation Centre at Bori-
vali—which she shares with
other mentally unstable in-
mates—and 14 years of shut-
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Gulab Varde hasn’t said a word since her arrival at the Shraddha Rehabilitation
Centre 10 years ago. She has no comprehension of her crime and no chance of recovery
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thing between the Thane if she is mentally fit to ap- tor, psychiatrist and founder
mental asylum and the By-  pear for trial. Since the court  of Shraddha Rehabilitation
culla prison as an undertrial  notice didn’t reach the clinic  Centre Dr Bharat Vatwani.
don’t seem to have served ontime, anon-bailable war- points out, “There is not
the purpose. rant was issued.” Ironically, much scope for recovery.
P V Mathadhikari, the her prosecution stands in- She hasbeen having epilep-
police mspector at Borivali ~ complete till she is mentally  tic seizures all through her
police station, chose to play  stable to stand for trial. stay here. Her brain damage
down the case. , But she may never be isirreversible.” '
“The court is just seeing  mentally stable. As her doc- Interestingly, the Sessions
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Court itself had accepted this
diagnosis and found her
mentally unfit for trial on two
occasions earlier.

In 1994, the court
wanted Varde released on
humanitarian grounds. In
2002, Sessions Court judge
P V Bavkar observed that
the patient was unfit for trial
and pushed the case to a
dormant file.

Vatwani’s application in
2002 to withdraw the case
against Varde under a gov-
ernment provision to the
Home Department has
elicited no response so far.

Now, Vatwani has moved
the high court against the
state. “We had no option but
to approach the high court
to quash the proceedings
against Varde. We went by
procedure but our applica-
tion was ignored by the
state,”” he says.

The high court in its di-
rection on October 21 stayed
the Sessions Court proceed-
Ings against Varde and gave
the state six weeks to file its
reply to the petition.

ketakighoge@
expressindia.com
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